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Date: Saturday June 16, 2007. 

Location:  National Italian American Sports Hall of Fame and Museum,  

  1431 W. Taylor  Street, Chicago  

Number of Attendees: 18 (3 attending for the first time). Among the new attendees,   

Amber Buchanan, Chicago Baseball Museum who discussed the progress to secure a 

physical location on the West Side of Chicago for the non profit organization..   

Featured Speaker:  Chapter Member Judy Testa spoke about her highly-praised biogra-

phy “Sal Maglie: Baseball’s Demon Barber”. Her presentation focused on Maglie’s stay in 

the Mexican League in the late 1940’s when he transformed from a fringe major leaguer 

into the pitcher who would earn the nickname “The Barber”.  Her talk was excellent and-

very-well received. She answered numerous questions.  

Tour of Museum:  Attendees went on brief tour of the museum to see many relics 

(jerseys, gloves, equipment, photos, …) from Italian American athletes across a variety of 

sports disciplines.  The relics viewed included the Arizona Diamondbacks 2001 World Se-

ries Trophy.   

 

             Chapter Websites:    http://www.sabr.org/sabr.cfm?a=cms,c,1058,9,0    (SABR National) 
             Members Chapter Website    http://malamut.net/sabrchicago.html    (David Malamut) 
            Old Timer’s Baseball Association    http://www.otbac.com 

If you are interested in writing an article for the September newsletter, please email your 
article to David Malamut at david@malamut.net. The due date is August 15th. Please 
put articles in Microsoft Word format, and provide a picture along with the article.  



Historical Marker:  Chapter member Brian Bernardoni reported on the efforts of  “The Way 

Out in Left Field Society” to install a historical marker at the site of the West Side Grounds – 

the Cubs home park during their 1906-1910 glory years.  Brian reported that the society has 

raised a sufficient amount of funding, and is getting support from well-connected persons in key 

decision-making positions. The effort’s are well on the way through the process of getting an 

Illinois Historical Marker approved. 

Report of Membership Survey:  Richard Smiley passed out copies of his summary on the 

findings from the February membership survey and highlighted some of the key findings. He 

noted that the level of response to the survey suggested the number of members of the chapter 

have an active interest in chapter activities the range was from 50 to 55 , (i.e. at least 25 mem-

bers would need to be present at a meeting to have a quorum).  

 
Next Meeting:  will be scheduled for sometime in late-October/early-November 2007 time pe-
riod.  
 
Minutes prepared by: Richard A. Smiley, June 23, 2007.  

SABR’s National Convention this year is in St. Louis on July 26-29 at the Adam’s Mark Ho-
tel in downtown St. Louis. Joe Garagiola is the keynote speaker. 

Chicago (Emil Rothe) Chapter Pres Box – June 2007 
 
Thanks to the members who made it to the June 16th meeting. Everyone had a great time enjoying baseball 
history and keeping in touch with other members. Six of us went out afterwards to take part in the local Ital-
ian cuisine. I cant help thinking that many more members would have really had a good time. Additionally 
everyone has interests and knowledge that other members would benefit from. Please send any suggestions 
that would make it likely you would attend.  
 
The next meeting August 11 at the Kane County Cougars game sounds like a great time as well. Thanks to 
David Malamut for organizing this meeting. I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
If you have never been to a National Convention please take advantage of this year being close by in St. 
Louis. You will be raving about it afterwards. We will have time to share our convention experiences at the 
fall meeting. You are encouraged to submit a convention newsletter article as well. 
 
 
 

The PRES Box prepared by Rich Hansen on July 1, 2007 
 



WHITE SOX GAME TO SUPPORT REACH OUT AND READ OF ILLINOIS  
 
Watch the Chicago White Sox play the Cleveland Indians on Thursday, August 
9, 2007 at 7pm and help raise money for Reach Out and Read (ROR) of Illinois! 
Tickets are available in both Lower Reserved ($30) and Bleachers ($25) 
sections.  
 
Not only are these prices discounted, but each ticket you purchase means a 
donation of between $10 and $13 for ROR, an organization dedicated to 
increasing literacy by ensuring that all Illinois children have access to 
books at an early age. Download the order form at 
http://www.illinoisaap.org/ROR/SoxOrderForm.pdf.  

Next Meeting: August 11th, 2007 at Elfstrom Stadium in Geneva 
 
Event: Peoria Chiefs (Chicago Cubs) vs Kane County Cougars (Oakland Athletics) 
Game Time :6 pm, Meeting Time :3 pm 
 
Tickets to the SABR sections are sold out, other tickets may still be available call the Cou-
gars at 630-232-8811.  
 
Notes-Ryne Sandberg is the manager of the Chiefs 
 
Speakers so far, Jeff Hem (Radio Announcer), Richard Geritsen (Cougar team Bus Driver), 
A Cougar player/coach. A history of the Cougars as presented by Bob Yahr, Alan Malamut 
and David Malamut with help from Pam Rasmussen and Kathy Baumann. 
 
Pregame: Weekend on field autograph session 
Post Game: Jesse White Tumblers and Fireworks. 


